
STUDENTS at
a Coalville
dance school
have achieved
outstanding
results at a
recent festi-
val.

Elle’s School of
Dance and Drama,
based at Coalville’s
Marlene Reid
Centre, competed in
the Leicester
C o m p e t i t i v e
Festival of Music
and Dramatic Arts.

The school received
fantastic results from
everyone competed at
the festival, which took
place on Saturday,
November 9.

In the class Verse
Speaking from
Memory, age nine
years and under, sec-
ond place went to
Harriet Worth, with
Tamzin Johnson
achieving third place.

Placed first in the
Solo Acting class, age
12 to 14 years, along-
side winning the
Sydney Hickling
Memorial Cup, was
Niamh Langridge.
Niamh, who has been
attending drama class-
es every Tuesday since
June, took on the role
of Miss Hanigan, per-
forming an extract
taken from the musical

Annie.
C h a n t e l l e

Ridout, the princi-
pal of the school
said: “I am very
proud of all the
students that
competed in the
festival. It was the
schools first year
competing and we
achieved first, sec-
ond and third
place from two of
the classes.

“All the stu-
dents had worked
extremely hard to
achieve the
results they got
and they should
all be very proud

of themselves.
“The students are

now looking forward to
their LAMDA Drama
exams that take place
at the end of
November.”

For more informa-
tion regarding the
classes that are avail-
able in Coalville and
Swadlincote, call:
07940999500.
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School received fantastic results

Police appeal after electrical items stolen

By LAURA EDGAR

Copies of this local history book with men born and
brought up in the area are on sale from the Times Office,
Bridge Road in Coalville. Price £20.00

WAS £20.00 NOW £14.00

PETE BAKER
1932 – 2013

Tributes paid to former musician,
window cleaner and Times columnist
“HE WAS loyal to Queen and country
but only second to Coalville...”

That’s the way Pete Baker’s chil-
dren have described their popular
father and Times columnist following
his death last week.

Pete passed away peacefully at his
home, last Wednesday (November
13) aged 81, after a short battle with
lung cancer.

Children Tina and Mark Baker
have paid tribute to him and said
they were drawing comfort from the
fact that he had lived a “very full life”
with “no regrets.”

“He said that he didn’t need to
make a bucket list because he’d
already done everything he wanted
to do,” revealed Mark, 54.

“He certainly enjoyed life to the
full, no doubt about that and
although he had problems with his
knees and breathing in later life, he
died a happy and content man.”

Born in Hugglescote in 1932, Pete
spent most of his life as a self
employed window cleaner in the
town, where he became known as a
“big character” and “general man
about town.”

“He enjoyed [cleaning windows]
not because he liked putting water on
a window and cleaning it off, but
because of the interaction,” revealed
Mark.

“He was one of the easiest people
to talk to and always had time of day
for anyone no matter what age,
nationality or creed. That was his
gift.

“He loved banter and could debate
for England, but people will also
remember him for the way he helped
others. He’d do anything for anyone
and if you ever went in a pub with
him you’d struggle to get the first
round in.”

Alongside his profession, Pete was
also an accomplished musician who
played in various bands in the area
from the 1950s to the 90s.

He provided double bass in the
Bobby Gray Orchestra before moving
on to bass guitar in the popular Les
Amis Trio band.

It was during this time that he met
his wife Jean-Mary (nee Hall) who he
married in 1957 and later shared two
children.

Son Mark went on to become a
teacher while Tina is a successful TV
presenter turned fitness instructor.

“Whatever we did in our lives
though, we were always Pete Baker’s
kids first,” said Tina, 55.

“We were very proud of him and he
was proud of us. 

“People thought the world of him.
I’m not saying he was Mother Teresa
but I think you’d struggle to find any-
one with a bad word to say about
him.

“Underneath he was a lot softer
than blokes show and had a great
belief in most of humanity.”

In his younger years Pete was also
enlisted into National Service.

Although he was never called up to
serve on the frontline, his culinary
skills were tested and he worked as a
cook for the soldiers who were set to
serve in the Korean War.

Although not a formally educated
man, Pete was widely read with a
keen interest in learning and in par-
ticular, local history.

Following his retirement, he
enrolled in courses at Coalville
Technical College including those in
I.T and sculpture.

It was around this time that Pete,
a regular contributor to the Times’
letter page, became a weekly colum-
nist for the publication.

His column ran for over a decade
and was loved by readers for its can-
did wit, humour and vivid nostalgia.

“I think writing for the Times was
his greatest achievement,” revealed
Tina.

“He wanted his voice to be heard
and to have an affect on people’s
lives, which he did.

“Getting letters back was what he
loved the most. He kept every single
one and was very proud of how popu-
lar his column became.”

Pete’s funeral has been arranged
for 11am on November 29 at St John
the Baptist Church in Hugglescote.

Due to his popularity, Mark and
Tina are preparing for the possibility
of there not being enough space to fit
everyone in the church.

“We’re looking into having a screen
outside just incase,” said Mark.

“It’s probably easier for you to
make a list of the people dad didn’t
know than the people he did.

“He’s given my speech the thumbs
up. It’s long, winding but much like
dad’s writing, gets to the point at the
end.”

In lieu of flowers, Pete, who leaves
behind partner Joyce, along with
Tina and Mark, has asked for dona-
tions to be made to Cancer Research.

FURTHER TRIBUTES PAID TO PETE ON THE LETTERS PAGES

First placed Niamh
Langridge

SOUTH Derbyshire
police are appealing for
information after a
quantity of electrical
items were stolen dur-
ing a burglary in
Swadlincote.

Sometime between
11pm on Wednesday,
November 13, and

7.30am on Thursday,
November 14, thieves
broke into premises on
Thorn Street in
Woodville.

They stole appli-
ances including laptop
computers, televisions,
and CD players.

Police are appealing

for anyone with any
information about the
break-in or if they have
been offered to contact
PC 2906 Walker on the
non-emergency number
101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800
555 111 quoting crime
reference: 48252/13. 

NIAMH TAKES
FIRST PLACE
AT FESTIVAL


